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Message from the Executive Director

Professor Peter Barlow FRSA

Welcome to SPAA’s Prospectus 2021.
 
Thank you for taking the time to read it. 

I am sure you will find valuable information in here that will help you decide whether our 
Academy is the right place for you.

When I first visited the Academy in 2017, it was a building at the beginning of its life – a 
skeleton on solid foundations waiting to be fleshed out. I was so excited to be leading 
the transformation of a concrete frame into a fully functioning academy; I was able to 
imagine its early life, creative spaces for students to learn in, and innovative methods of 
teaching.
 
You are at the beginning of the journey of the rest of your life and if you have the right 
foundations, we will help transform you into an international performing or production 
artist. For all of us at SPAA, your success is the reward we seek. Our faculty comprises 
qualified professionals who have the expertise and experience to teach the skills that 
make our students employable and highly sought-after around the world. 
 
We don’t shy away from the hard work required for the building blocks of success, 
and neither will you if you are determined to become a professional in the world of 
performing and production arts. Like an athlete, you will need highly developed skills to 
compete at the top level. At SPAA you will spend many hours in the studios, rehearsal 
rooms, on stage and backstage working to develop and hone skills that employers in our 
industry look for. 
 
The performing arts is a competitive world. At SPAA we like competition and our 
ambition is to make our Academy one of the best in the world, and if we are the best, 
then our graduates will be the best too.
 
With the generosity and foresight of His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Mohammed 
Al Qasimi, Ruler of Sharjah and Academy President, I helped build SPAA so that 
teachers can help build students into professionals who have a competitive edge in an 
international market. 
 
We have inspiring teachers, staff, facilities and current students. You too can have an 
excellent future if you are successful in gaining a place at our Academy. We wish you all 
the best.
 
Happy reading.
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Our Mission

At Sharjah Performing Arts Academy (SPAA) we fundamentally believe 

that the performing arts has the capacity to affect and benefit every single 

person. SPAA is an independent, non-profit, coeducational institution of 

higher education that promotes excellence in teaching and learning in a 

conservatoire. 

SPAA informs, challenges, educates, questions, discovers and shares 

diversity in a safe environment, where everyone strives for excellence and 

the best means of storytelling by embracing all cultures and all styles. 

Sharjah Performing Arts Academy (SPAA) is the only dedicated performing 

arts academy in the Middle East. We will train, educate and produce 

graduates with a competitive edge in an international market, with all 

the necessary skills to develop a lasting and prosperous career within the 

professional performing arts industry.

Our Vision

Our Values

CREATIVITY with Focus

DIVERSITY of applicants, 
students, staff and partner 

organisations

FREEDOM of thought 
and expression

The ACTIVE PARTICIPATION 
of the Academy community 
in its life and development

The TRAINING of highly skilled 
and multi-disciplined graduates 

through coaching and 
teaching by active professional 
performers, production team 

experts, technicians, designers, 
directors and choreographers

RESPONSIBILITY to 
the artistic, cultural 

and economic lives of 
communities beyond the 

Academy

Our Board of Trustees

Dr Yousif Aydabi
Cultural Advisor to His 
Highness, Dr. Sultan Al 
Qasimi Centre of Gulf 

Studies

Mr Ismail Abdallah
Chairman of the 

Board of Trustees of 
Arab Theatre Institute; 
Secretary General of 

Arab Theatre Institute; 
Chairman of Theatrical 

Association

Mr Ahmed Aburehaima
Director General of 

Theatre Department; 
Department of Culture, 

Sharjah

Hoor bint Sultan Al 
Qasimi

President and Director of 
Sharjah Art Foundation 

(SAF) and Deputy 
Chairperson of SPAA

Dr Nadia M. Alhasani
Professor and Dean – 

College of Fine Arts and 
Design, University of 

Sharjah

Dr Habib G. Al-Attar
Secretary General of the 

Theatrical Association

Luke Rittner CBE
Chief Executive - Royal 

Academy of Dance 
(London)

His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Mohammed 
Al Qasimi

Member of the Supreme Council, Ruler of Sharjah, 
Academy President and Chairman

Professor Peter Barlow 
FRSA

Director and Chief 
Executive
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About SPAA

At Sharjah Performing Arts Academy 

(SPAA) we will ensure His Highness Sheikh 

Dr. Sultan bin Mohammed Al Qasimi, 

Ruler of Sharjah’s vision of providing 

students with an opportunity to study, 

practice and take part in developing 

professional performing arts in the region 

is fully and successfully realised.

SPAA graduates will be strong, confident, 

independent individuals with life skills 

that enable them to make a significant 

contribution to society. Our graduates will 

be enterprising, creative skilled artists, 

entrepreneurial, socially mobile and 

generous human beings. They will be world 

wise and capable.

SPAA provides a comprehensive education 

for the professional performing artist and 

for production and technical specialists. 

We encourage students to direct their 

natural gifts and abilities into developing 

the skills required for their chosen 

career. We provide students with specific 

and focused training and education, 

which includes individual coaching and 

mentoring by a dedicated, professionally 

qualified, motivated and caring staff. 

We expand concepts of intelligence 

beyond academic ability, and most 

importantly we prepare students for 

professional work in the performing arts.

Performing arts and performing 

artists includes all those involved in 

the collaborative process of making 

professional performance. Specifically, 

actors, musicians, singers, dancers, 

technicians, stage managers, designers, 

directors, choreographers, costume 

makers and lighting designers, for 

example.

Professional performing arts are 

collaborative and practical; our 

programmes embrace this ethos. The 

central component of the Academy will 

be people coming together to create and 

develop performance. 

The performing arts embraces a diverse 

range of performance environments 

and numerous styles and ideas. Freeing 

the imagination and developing creative 

individuals who are able to collaborate in 

any global context will be the focus of all 

strategic aims in the Academy.
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Where We Are From

Tunisia Uganda Wales

Scotland

UAE

Iran

Australia

Kenya

Turkey

England

Lebanon

India

Sri Lanka

Egypt

MauritaniaIraq Jordan

Palestine

At SPAA, our staff and students come from all over 
the world.

Over the last two years, our diverse community has 
grown from 20 different countries to 28. 

KSA Morocco

New Zealand Pakistan Philippines Spain

Syria

Poland South Africa

USA

2019 - 2020 2020 - 2021
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Where We Are Heading Our Facilities

The Academy is equipped with the highest quality, latest audio visual technologies and 
advanced control devices that accompany the development of performing arts in their 
various forms. SPAA also comprises state-of-the-art facilities and breakout spaces to 
meet and collaborate beyond the studios and tutorial rooms.

432 Seat Theatre 126 Seat Studio Theatre Rehearsal Studio

Exhibition Gallery

Green Screen TV Studio

Fully-equipped Gymnasium

Library

12 Acting and Dance Studios

12 Voice Recording Studios

Paints and Prop Workshop

Laundry

Costume Workshop

Make Up Studios Breakout Spaces

Box Office

Cafe

Student Accommodation

Scenic Construction Workshop

INSPIRING Excellence
INSPIRING Diversity

INSPIRING Creativity

• Shurooq
• Shams - Sharjah Media City
• Broken Wings - The Musical
• La Perle
• School of Little Voice
• Broadway Entertainment Group
• Loyac Academy of Performing Arts (LAPA) - Kuwait
• Higher Institute of Dramatic Arts - Kuwait
• National Centre for Culture and the Arts - Jordan
• Sharjah Art Foundation
• University of Sharjah’s College of Fine Arts and Design (CFA)
• Sheraa
• Art for All (Falaj)
• Association of British Theatre Technicians (ABTT)
• United States Institute of Theatre Technology
• Advance HE
• Royal Society of Arts
• UK Theatre
• Imperial Society of Teachers of Dance
• Royal Academy of Dance
• Khalid Al Qasimi Humanitarian Foundation
• The Friends of Cancer Patients (FoCP)
• Sharjah City for Humanitarian Services (SCHS)
• The Big Heart Foundation (TBHF)
• The Supreme Council for Family Affairs
• FUNN - Sharjah Media Arts for Youth and Children
• NAMA Women Advancement Establishment
• SPEA - Sharjah Private Education Authority

In 2020 – 2021 live theatre suffered greatly from the devastating and far-reaching 
effects of the COVID19 pandemic. Theatres in major cities across the world had to close 
their doors. Rather than seeing this as the new landscape for performing arts, SPAA 
is continuing to invest in the future of its performing and production artists. SPAA 
stands by its vision to produce graduates with a competitive edge in the international 
performing arts market, to ensure a successful career and to keep the performing arts 
industry alive, healthy and prosperous.

We are excited about our future short courses, programmes, community and 
professional collaborations that will continue to support the local and international 
performing arts industry, and our SPAA students to flourish.

Coming Soon: Watch this Space!

Diplomas Dance ProgrammesShort Courses Postgraduate

BTEC Holiday Workshops Community EventsTheatre Productions

Exciting Industry and Community Collaborations:
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Bachelor of Arts (Production Arts)

The BA Production Arts programme consists of three main strands, and 

underpinning these are the key skills that make the best Stage Managers, 

Technicians and Designers of today’s industry.

Programme Overview

In the Production department, we 
understand that to study and work in the 
Production Arts is a privilege and a joy, and 
one that all of the staff and students within 
the Academy thrive on. To work backstage 
or as part of a creative team in the theatre 
requires imagination, enthusiasm and 
invention. We’re looking for students who 
love theatre, live performance and events. 

The BA programme consists of:

Technical: Lighting, Sound and Video

Stage Management: Stage, Event & 
Production Management

Design Realisation: Scenic Construction, 
Paint, Props and Costume Making, and 
Maintenance.

Programme Information

Start Date September 2021

Contact Hours 30 hours per week

Programme Fees AED 60,000 per year:

AED 5,000 
(deposit upon accepting your place here at SPAA)
AED 30,000
(due by the first day of each academic year)
AED 25,000 
(due by the start of February each academic year)

Eligible full-time, undergraduate students may apply 
for a SPAA scholarship.

Scholarships can only be applied for once you 
have been accepted into the Academy through our 
audition/interview process.

Scholarships are based on individual eligibility and a 
further interview/audition process once a letter of 
offer has been received.

Programme Length 4 years full-time

Scholarship Information

We take talented individuals and turn them into credible professional 

performers, dancers, actors, designers, technicians and stage managers 

through a deep exploration of the world of theatre. SPAA embraces, 

celebrates and encourages the creativity, diversity and unique talent of 

each individual student.

“ ”
“… the dream is the theatre where the dreamer is at once: scene, actor, 

prompter, stage manager, author, audience, and critic...” 

– Carl Jung

The theatre is always at the cutting edge 
of new technology and at SPAA we aim 
to be at the forefront of this technology. 
If you have a passionate interest in all 
things Production Arts then this could be 
the course for you.

By the final year students will be working 
on Academy productions and an external 
professional placement, providing the 
opportunity for practical, hands-on 
experience ensuring a smooth transition 
into the industry upon graduation.

Programmes BA Production Arts
BA Musical Theatre
BA Acting
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The BA Musical Theatre programme looks for students who are passionate 

about Musical Theatre and have strong skill sets in either dance, acting or 

singing.

Programme Overview

The BA Musical Theatre programme at 
SPAA offers a combination of world-class 
training and facilities, with professional 
connections, and opportunities for 
international collaboration.

It is a four year, full-time programme. 
Students will acquire industry-ready skills 
in acting, singing and dance, as well as an 
option to gain a qualified dance teacher 
status (DDE) through ISTD and with Estill 
International in gaining a CMT vocal tutor 
certification.

The programme seeks those who are 
curious, ambitious about their own 
development, and passionate about the 
language of Musical Theatre.

Students will spend time working with 
tutors and creative teams on new work, 
contemporary material, and traditional 
repertoire from the established global 
Musical Theatre network.

The BA Musical Theatre programme 
offers a high level professional education 
for those students who are dedicated 
to becoming skilled and innovative 
professional artists.

Bachelor of Arts (Musical Theatre) Bachelor of Arts (Acting)

Bringing together an intense, imaginative 
and collaborative learning environment, 
BA Acting students are exposed to a 
variety of industry-leading training 
techniques, genres and styles.

The average day comprises skills-based 
morning sessions, which include dance, 
singing, voice and acting. Here the focus 
is on improving technique and technical 
skills. The afternoon sessions focus on 
project work, which affords students the 
opportunity to put into practice the skills 
and techniques learnt throughout the 
morning sessions.

The four-year, full-time Acting degree 
is designed to inspire, challenge and 
expand performers’ skills and techniques. 
The programme offers students the 
opportunity to explore and rediscover 
the world of performing arts through 
interdisciplinary approaches to 
contemporary teaching and learning.

Programme Overview

Situated within the ‘Cultural Capital of 
the Arab World’, Sharjah Performing Arts 
Academy is at the epicentre of inspiration, 
creativity and innovation. SPAA’s BA 
Acting programme positions its graduates 
as the leaders, forward thinkers and 
change makers of the performing arts 
world.

The BA Acting programme is dedicated to producing credible, professional 

actors who are at the forefront of the region’s theatre revolution, while 

establishing themselves as contenders for a global, performing arts career. 

“ ”
“Without music life is a journey 

through a desert...” 

– Pat Conroy 

““The theatre is a wonderful field 

in which to express how social life 

is filled with contemporary tastes, 

and new ideas and ambitions...” 

– H.H. Sheik Dr. Sultan bin 
Mohammed Al Qasimi

Ruler of Sharjah, 

Academy President and Chairman

”
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“I can say loudly that, an institution of this size such as SPAA, 

is all that I aspired and dreamed of. Being at SPAA makes me 

feel like I am in the right place, you are here not just a project 

of an actor, a singer, a dancer, or a performer, but you are a 

project of an international artist. It is the right place that you 

can start your professional career.”

-Aly (Mauritania) BA Acting

“The teacher’s role in a young student’s life goes beyond just 

education. They are leaders, role models, coaches, advisors 

and facilitators of positive growth. Since students spend 

most of their waking hours at the academy, it is up to the 

teachers to create a positive and inspiring environment 

where students can do their best work. SPAA fulfills your 

passion.”

- Sara (Egypt) BA Acting

“SPAA is like a fairy tale coming true. To have an academy for 

Arabs to learn Musical Theater is a miracle to say the least.”

- Andrew (Egypt) BA Musical Theatre

“Land of creativity and sky of knowledge. If art is your 

passion then you belong to SPAA, which is home.”

- Yosra (Morocco) BA Musical Theatre

“SPAA is limitless, the teachers push every single student 

here to be the best that they can be. The community at SPAA 

is always looking out for you, at SPAA you are their number 

one priority.”

- Keenan (USA) BA Acting

“SPAA is an institution built upon a foundation of passionate 

people who teach with the utmost quality, empathy and 

understanding. The standards of education and academia 

are unmatched, with a holistic learning model that would 

benefit any production artist or performer wanting to refine 

their skill set.” 

- Nadiah (Kenya) BA Production Arts

What Our Students Say

“SPAA, my new journey to step forward, there is always a 

place where you can find yourself and express all of you.”

- Haneen (Palestine) BA Production Arts

“I never really knew myself until I came to SPAA. I have 

developed and changed so much, and I have learnt that 

change is not always bad. I am independent, resilient and 

ambitious. With the help of the tutors here at SPAA all of my 

dreams of becoming a successful professional performer 

can come true.” 

- Aisha (UAE) BA Musical Theatre
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BTEC International Level 2 Certificate in Performing Arts

BTEC Level 2 courses provide secondary school-aged students (14 – 16 years) an 

introduction and insight into the career of their chosen profession. 

The BTEC International Level 2 Certificate 

in Performing Arts is designed to give 

young performers a broad overview 

of some of the different career areas 

in the performing arts. The course 

is very practical and aims to develop 

performance skills, as well as building 

confidence and resilience.

Give students the chance to gain 
two additional IGCSE qualifications  

Allow students to progress to 
Level 3 vocational qualifications 

Provide education and training for 
students in the performing arts

Allow students to develop a range of 
skills and techniques, personal skills 

and attributes essential for successful 
performance in working life

The BTEC International Level 2 Certificate in Performing Arts has been developed to:  

Success on this course creates a platform 

to move on to a higher level of arts 

education, and a solid foundation for a 

successful career in the performing arts 

industry.

We believe it is essential to support young 

performers in their pursuit of a successful 

and lasting future in the performing arts.

Children and Young Performers

The Children and Young Performers classes are a wonderful addition to the main 

Academy. Conducted on Saturdays and after school throughout the term, the classes in 

singing, acting, dancing and musical theatre are for young performers aged 4 – 18.

At SPAA, we create a fun and caring environment where each and every one of our 

students is valued and encouraged to be creative. We are thrilled to have this purpose 

built facility for young performers to enhance their social and life skills through 

performing arts. We focus on opportunities for children and young performers to 

be creative and expressive in a safe environment. We promise to give our students 

creativity to embrace life and make the most of their talents and opportunities. Children 

and young performers will learn how to sing, act and dance, while developing a broad 

range of life skills. Our students become more self-assured, expressive, sociable and 

imaginative, while also learning how to respond to everyday situations with resilience, 

creativity and bravery. Most importantly it is all done through a lot of fun, play and 

physical challenges.
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About Sharjah

While visitors to the United Arab Emirates 
might easily be drawn to Dubai based on 
its glitz and larger-than-life reputation, 
Sharjah can be likened to the ‘quiet 
achiever’ in the family of emirates. Sharjah 
has a strong commitment to education, 
art, culture and preserving its rich 
heritage through exhibitions, concerts, 
festivals, the Mleiha archaeological site 
and the charmingly restored Sharjah 
Heritage Area, renowned for its museums, 
galleries, souks and authentic eateries. 

The emirate was named Cultural Capital 
of the Arab World, by UNESCO in 1998; 
Capital of Islamic Culture in 2014 and 
UNESCO’s World Book Capital for 2019.

Ruled by His Highness Sheikh Dr Sultan 
bin Mohammed Al Qasimi, Sharjah is the 
third largest emirate in the country, with 
a population of approximately 1.6 million, 
and an area that covers 2,590 square 
kilometres.  

Nestled amidst the lapis-blue Arabian 
Gulf, dramatic Fujairah mountains, and 
the aquamarine Gulf of Oman, Sharjah 
is spectacularly and geographically 
diverse. The emirate boasts of beaches, 
botanic gardens, desert and sand dunes, 
theme parks, museums, wildlife centres, 
historical monuments, ancient forts, 
public parks, lakes, canals and waterfront 
dining.

Frequently Asked Questions
What are the fees for the undergraduate 
programmes? 
AED 60,000 yearly (for each BA programme)

Are scholarships available?
Scholarships are available for eligible students.
Students who are eligible will be able to 
apply for these once they have received their 
acceptance letter from the Academy.  

What does the scholarship include?
The scholarship includes full tuition and 
accommodation for the duration of the 
BA programme. Details regarding further 
scholarship benefits will be given once letters 
of offers have been made. 

What do I have to do to be accepted into my 
chosen undergraduate programme?
There will be an audition / interview process 
for all BA programmes. Due to the current 
pandemic, auditions and interviews will take 
place online until further notice. All audition/
interview dates and requirements can be 
found on our AMS (ams.spaa.ae).

Are courses being offered in English or 
Arabic?
Our courses are taught in English. Students 
are fully immersed in the English language to 
ensure as graduates they are prepared and 
equipped to enter a professional career in the 
international world of performing arts.

Can I start the programme mid-year?
At present, there is no scope for students to 
commence mid-year. The programmes have 
been designed to coincide with the start of 
the academic year, which allows for all units 
and course requirements to be completed 
within the designated four years.

Can I receive recognition of prior learning 
/ transfer of credits for courses already 
completed?
SPAA does not currently accept transfer of 
credits from academic programmes at other 
universities. In exceptional circumstances, 
prior learning may be taken into account if 
candidates demonstrate outstanding ability 
and prior experience at audition or interview.

Can I do the programme part time?
The Bachelor’s degree is a full-time, 
intensive, practice-based programme.

What are the admission requirements?
Students are normally expected to be at least 
18 years old and have completed at least 
12 years of schooling prior to the date of 
application.

For applicants with General Secondary School 
Certificates that follow the UAE Ministry 
of Education curriculum, the minimum 
secondary school average required for 
admission is 60% (Scientific and Literary 
streams). Other streams will require a 
minimum score average of 70%.

In general, holders of the National High School 
Certificate from a foreign country are eligible 
for admission if:
The certificate is accepted for admissions to 
public universities of the country in which it 
was obtained.
The certificate was obtained after at least 12 
years of schooling.
The certificate includes a minimum of six 
subjects covering the four subject areas: 
Mathematics, Sciences, Languages and Social 
Sciences & Humanities or Arts,
Holders from countries of two-level High 
School Certificates must submit the certificate 
of the highest level.
Applicants are required to submit a 
certificate of equivalency for their High 
School Certificates from the UAE Ministry of 
Education.

For all Academy programmes students must 
be proficient in English. A minimum standard 
is required in any of the following:
EmSAT which is the national system in the 
UAE, with a score of 875-1225 (B1) or above
TOEFL PBT with a score of 6.5 or above
The Cambridge Test of Advanced English, with 
a score of 160 or above, OR, 
The City & Guilds International Test of English 
for Speakers of Other Languages ESOL (IESOL), 
with a score of B1/B2 or above, OR, 
The Pearson Test of English Academic (PTE 
Academic), with a score of 44 or above.

Photo credit: Ayoub Zahiri (BA Acting)
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How to apply?

* Read our full How to Apply Guide here *

To be considered for our undergraduate programmes – BA Acting; BA Production Arts; 
BA Musical Theatre – all applicants must complete an online registration and book an 
audition/interview date and time.
 
For safety purposes in keeping with COVID-19 protocols, all auditions and interviews will 
take place online via Zoom.
 
For further information –
Email: admissions@spaa.ae
Telephone: +971 6 502 9999

To begin, head to our website: https://spaa.ae

• For desktops, hover your mouse over ‘The Academy’ and the drop-down menu will 
appear. Click on ‘Undergraduate’ and this will take you to the next step.

• For mobile users, tap on ‘The Academy’ and the drop-down menu will appear. Tap 
on ‘Undergraduate’ and this will take you to the next step. 

Once you have reached the ‘Undergraduate’ page, scroll down, and click on the green 
arrow under your chosen programme.

Once you are ready to register your application click on the ‘Apply Now’ link.

This will take you through to our Application Management System (AMS).

• If you are a new user, please select ‘Register’ to continue.

• If you are a returning user enter your Email and Password and select ‘Sign In’.

For further 
information on our 

guidelines and 
requirements please 

click here.
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info@spaa.ae

www.spaa.ae

+971 6 502 9999

University City, Sharjah 

@SharjahPAA

@sharjah_paa

@SharjahPAA


